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Thou  shalt  not  deliver  unto  his  master  the  servant  which  is 
escaped  from  his  master  unto  thee :  he  shall  dwell  with  thee, 
even  among  you,  in  that  place  which  he  shall  choose  in  one 
of  thy  gates,  where  it  liketh  him  best  .  thou  shalt  not  op- 
PRESS him. — Deuteronomy  xxiii.  15,  10. 

Hide  the  outcasts  ;  bewray  not  him  that  wandereth.  Let  mine 
outcasts   dwell  with  thee,  .  .  .  .  ;   be   thou  a  covert  to  them 

FROM   THE   FACE   OF   THE   SPOILER. Isaiah  XVI.  3,  4. 

To  the  mind  of  the  Christian  philanthropist,  as  he 
contemplates  the  condition  of  our  country,  ruled  by 
the  Slave  Power  of  the  South,  and  made  the  hunt- 
ing-ground for  the  capture  of  men  and  women,  who 
have  fled  from  bondage,  there  comes  a  dark  forebod- 
ing of  the  judgments  of  God.  Within  a  few  months 
past,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  passed 
a  law,  now  in  force,  requiring  that  the  fugitive  slave 
shall  be  delivered  to  his  master,  to  be  taken  back  as 
a  slave  to  the  State  from  which  he  fled ;  appointing 
numerous  commissioners  to  ■  execute  its  provisions ; 
dispensing  with  the  usual  forms  of  justice,  especially 
the  trial  by  jury;  commanding  all  good  citizens  to 


aid  in  its  prompt  and  efficient  execution,  and  pun- 
ishing those  who  give  aid  and  protection  to  the  fugi- 
tive. Thousands  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  our 
fellow-men  are  now  residing  in  the  free  States,  and 
are  greatly  alarmed  for  their  safety.  Slave-catchers 
have  already  appeared  in  our  Northern  cities,  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  and  many  of  the  pro- 
scribed race  are  fleeing  to  the  frozen  regions  of  Can- 
ada, and  to  countries  beyond  the  seas,  to  escape  a 
fate,  which  to  them  is  worse  than  death.  Many  still 
remain :  some  because  they  have  not  the  means  to 
go,  and  others  because  they  are  bound  to  the  coun- 
try by  family  ties  and  interests  which  they  cannot 
sever.  Rather  than  be  exiled  from  their  native  land, 
they  choose  to  remain  and  run  the  risk  of  their 
freedom,  relying  on  our  Christian  sympathy  for  aid 
and  protection.  With  them  the  free  colored  people 
of  the  North,  and  all  other  persons,  are  liable  to  the 
operations  of  this  law,  whenever  the  slave-holder 
shall  see  fit  to  procure  a  false  certificate  that  the 
person  claimed  is  his  slave,  or  whenever  a  mistake 
shall  occur  as  to  his  identity.  In  all  such  cases  the 
free-born  citizen  is  deprived  of  the  usual  safeguards 
of  liberty,  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  the  trial 

bY  jury- 
By    its   provisions   the   Christian   people   of  this 
Commonwealth,   and    of   every   free    State    in    the 
Union,   are   placed    in    circumstances    of   difficulty 


ami  peril.  It  lias  produced  in  their  minds  a 
serious  conflict  between  their  sense  of  duty  and 
their  sympathy  towards  the  hunted  fugitive,  and 
their  allegiance  to  the  government  and  the  law. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  have  felt  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  preach  a  discourse  on  the  subject, 
from  this  pulpit,  which  I  shall  entitle  The  Fu- 
gitive Slave  Law,  —  its  Unrighteous  Character, 
and   the   Duty  of  Christians    in  Regard  to  it. 

It  is  my  desire  to  treat  this  subject  in  a  can- 
did and  Christian  spirit,  and  I  trust  you  will 
listen,  in  the  same  spirit,  to  what  I  shall  say. 
I  shall  not  be  suspected  of  a  political  motive, 
because  you  are  well  aware  that  I  make  politics 
neither  a  trade  nor  a  profession.  Were  it  not 
that  a  sense  of  religions  duty  presses  upon  me, 
I  should  very  much  prefer  to  keep  silent  on  a 
theme  of  so  exciting  a  character.  But  I  feel  that 
it  behooves  every  Christian  pulpit  in  this  land 
to  speak  out,  in  tones  of  righteous  condemnation, 
of  this  wicked  law.  I  rejoice  that  many  of  them 
have  already  so  spoken;  and  were  I  to  shrink 
from  this  duty,  I  should  feel  myself  unworthy 
to  stand  in  this  place  as  your  minister,  and  the 
minister  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 
Were  I  to  stifle  my  convictions  of  duty  in  this 
matter,   through    fear    of   incurring  your   displeas- 
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urc,  or  the  censure  of  the  world,  I  should 
never  again  feel  that  I  could  minister  to  you 
in  holy  things,  as  a  true  and  faithful  servant 
of  the  truth,  having  a  conscience  void  of  offence 
towards   God   and   man. 

When  the  time  shall  come  that  I  shall  cease 
to  remember  the  wrongs  of  the  slave,  and  the 
outcast  fugitive  shall  come  to  me  for  succour  and 
protection,  and  be  turned  away  empty  from  my 
door;  when  I  shall  become  silent  and  dumb  to 
his  appeal,  and  steel  my  heart  against  his  cause ; 
when  I  shall  refuse  to  devise  means  for  his  safety, 
and  the  voice  of  Christian  truth  and  duty  shall 
find  no  utterance  through  me,  in  his  behalf,  —  let 
my  right  hand  forget  her  cunning,  and  my  tongue 
cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth ;  let  me  never 
more  profess  to  be  His  disciple,  who  came  to 
loose  the  bands  of  wickedness,  to  break  every 
yoke,   and   to   let   the   oppressed   go   free. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks  I  proceed  to 
the   discussion   of  the   subject  before   us. 

I.  And,  first,  Of  the  Unrighteous  Character 
of   the   Fugitive   Slave   Law. 

This  may  be  made  to  appear  from  several  con- 
siderations :  — 

1.  The  Fugitive  Slave  Law  violates  the  rights 
of  human  nature,  in  the  person  of  the  fugitive 
slave.     It  not  only  violates  these  rights,  but  it  de- 


prives  him  of  them  altogether.  It  seizes  him  with 
the  strong  arm  of  power,  and  forces  him  back  into 
slavery,  where  he  is  held  in  a  condition  of  absolute 
subjection  to  the  will  of  another,  driven  about  like 
a  beast  of  burden,  scourged  and  worked,  and  bought 
and  sold,  as  such,  subject  to  all  the  incidents  of 
property,  with  no  security  that  the  sanctity  of  his 
marriage  relations  will  be  respected,  knowing,  on 
the  contrary,  that  they  will  often  be  violated,  and 
that  his  wife  and  children  may  at  any  time  be  sep- 
arated from  him  by  purchase  and  sale,  his  sons  for 
the  plantation,  and  his  daughters  for  the  harem 
of  the  slave-holder,  or  any  other  purpose  which 
his  passions  or  his  avarice  may  dictate,  while  he 
must  live  on  with  no  prospect  before  him  but 
a  life  of  hopeless,  unrequited  toil,  and  no  rest  but 
the  rest  of  the  grave.  In  a  state  of  slavery  he  is 
not  permitted  to  improve  his  mind,  and,  if  he  has 
made  any  such  improvement  during  his  temporary 
frecdom,  it  only  renders  him  more  unhappy  in  the 
condition  to  which  this  law  reduces  him  again. 
It  may  be  that  he  has  lived  many  years  in  a  free 
State,  and  has  a  wife  and  children  free-born.  From 
these  he  is  liable  to  be  torn  away,  without  the 
privilege  of  saying  a  farewell  word,  or  giving  them 
his  parting  blessing.  He  may  have  escaped  with 
the  wife  of  his  bosom  from  the  land  of  bondage, 
and   though   his   children   have   been   born   on  the 


free  soil  of  Massachusetts,  they  too  must  be  de- 
livered up,  because  they  follow  the  condition  of 
the  mother.*  Having  been  safely  conveyed  to  the 
State  from  which  they  fled,  they  arc  liable  to  bo 
sold   to   different   purchasers,  and  separated,  never 

*  This  statement  was  made  under  the  helief  that  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  composed  largely  of  Southern  judges,  will  so  decide, 
whenever  the  case  shall  come  before  it ;  and  that,  whether  the  question 
ever  comes  before  it  or  not,  such  will  be  the  practical  working  of  the 
law.  Suppose  a  slave  mother  and  her  husband  are  delivered  up  to  the 
master,  what  is  to  become  of  their  young  children?  Will  the  State  in- 
terpose and  take  charge  of  them?  Not  very  likely.  Will  some  kind- 
hearted  philanthropist  always  be  on  hand  to  take  them?  And  if  so, 
will  the  mother  give  them  up  to  strangers,  not  knowing  what  is  to  be- 
come of  them?  Not  very  probable.  In  most  cases  the  fugitive  will 
be  without  friends,  and  the  little  family,  clinging  to  each  other  in  their 
despair,  will  be  carried  back  into  slavery  together.  Whether  the  children 
are  taken  or  left,  the  law  is  equally  inhuman. 

It  is  possible  that  a  State  court,  in  Massachusetts,  would  decide  that 
the  children  of  a  fugitive  slave  mother  born  here  are  free.  Such  ought 
to  be  its  decision.  But  these  cases  are  not  coming  before  the  State 
courts,  and  should  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  give  a  different 
decision,  as  it  undoubtedly  would,  this  would  override  all  State  authority 
in  the  case.  Suppose  the  child  of  a  slave  mother  to  be  in  embryo,  when 
she  escapes  from  a  slave  State,  and  it  is  born  in  Massachusetts,  does  any 
doubt  that  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  would  deliver  them  up  together,  and 
that  the  United  States  courts  would  so  decide?  It  is  the  law  of  slavery 
that  the  children  follow  the  condition  of  the  mother.  The  law  operates 
upon  the  offspring,  in  fuluro,  and  they  would  be  deemed  to  have  escaped 
with  her,  even  though  they  were  born  in  a  free  State.  The  interests 
of  the  slave-holder  are  not  to  be  prejudiced  by  her  escape,  nor  by  any 
laws  in  the  State  to  which  she  has  fled. 

In  the  case  of  Prigg  v.  The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  (Vol. 
XVI.  p.  539  of  Pcters's  Reports),  a  fugitive  slave  mother  and  her  chil- 
dren were  delivered  up,  under  the  law  of  1793,  one  of  the  children 
having  been  born  in  Pennsylvania  a  year  after  the  mother  had  escaped, 
though  the  question  seems  not  to  have  been  raised  as  to  its  freedom. 
Of  course,  when  it  reached  the  slave  States  it  was  a  slave.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  in  most  cases,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  young  children  of  a 
slave  mother  will  be  returned  with  her  into  slavery,  under  this  law. 


more  to  behold  or  hoar  tidings  of  each  other  again. 
A\  hatever  of  true  manhood  or  womanhood  they 
haw  acquired  in  their  short  period  of  stolen  lib- 
erty,  is  to  be  crushed  out  of  them  again  by  the 
slave-driver's  lash,  and  the  unpaid  toil  and  hard- 
ship of  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Such  is  the 
condition  from  which  they  fled,  and  such  is  the 
condition  to  which  this  law  reduces  them  again. 
The  crime  of  having  loved  a  vision  of  freedom  afar 
off,  and  of  trying  to  obtain  it,  attaches  to  them 
through  life.  Additional  hardships  and  cruelties 
are  imposed  on  account  of  it,  curses  and  blows  are 
inflicted  for  it,  and  the  lot  of  the  recaptured  fu- 
gitive is  rendered  tenfold  more  intolerable  than 
that  of  his  fellow-slaves.  It  is  no  wonder  he 
should  prefer  death  to  the  tender  mercies  of  this 
law. 

The  rights  of  human  nature  are  violated  by  this 
law,  because  the  fugitive  from  American  slavery  is 
a  human  being,  possessing  all  the  attributes  of  a 
man,  and  having  a  soul  to  be  saved  like  other 
men.  He  belongs  to  the  human  race,  has  the  same 
Father  in  heaven,  and  the  same  immortal  destiny. 
If  it  be  true  that  all  men  are  created  equal  as  re- 
gards their  humanity,  and  that  they  are  endowed  by 
their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights,  among 
which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness, 
then  is  the  slave  entitled  to  these  rights,  and,  hav- 
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ing  possessed  himself  of  them,  by  escaping  from 
bondage,  any  law  that  deprives  him  of  them  again, 
except  for  the  punishment  of  crime,  violates  the 
rights  of  human  nature. 

It  is  a  self-evident  truth,  that  every  man  has  an 
inalienable  right  to  himself.  The  consciousness  of 
this  right  is  implanted  in  every  human  breast.  The 
Creator  has  written  it  on  our  moral  constitution, 
and  the  fugitive  has  the  same  consciousness  of  it 
as  other  men.  He  has  proved  this  by  escaping 
from  bondage,  having  felt  it  no  robbery  to  use  his 
own  limbs  in  making  good  that  escape.  The  only 
robbery  in  the  case  is  that  which  has  held  him  as 
a  slave  from  his  birth,  which  has  robbed  him  of 
himself,  of  his  earnings,  and  of  every  other  right, 
and  that  still  more  high-handed  robbery  which  this 
law  commits  upon  him  after  he  has  possessed  him- 
self of  these  lights,  in  taking  them  away  from  him 
again,  and  sending  him  back,  innocent  of  crime,  to 
a  slave  State,  to  suffer  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life  the  horrible  injustice  and  cruelty  of  American 
slavery. 

It  is  a  self-evident  truth,  that  every  man  has  the 
right  to  his  own  earnings;  but  American  slavery 
robs  its  victim  of  this  right.  It  claims  that  labor 
and  service  are  due  from  him  without  any  contract 
on  his  part,  and  compels  him  to  render  that  service 
without   the   slightest   compensation.     It  feeds   and 
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clothes  him  in  the  cheapest  manner,  not  as  a  reward 
for  his  labor,  but  in  order  to  keep  him  in  good  work- 
ing condition,  and  make  him  a  profitable  slave  to  his 
master.  Any  law,  therefore,  which  returns  a  man, 
who  has  undergone  perils  by  sea  and  by  land  to  ob- 
tain his  freedom,  to  such  a  state,  is  a  violation  of 
the  most  sacred  rights  of  humanity. 

There  are  other  rights  which  the  Constitution 
professes  to  secure  to  every  man,  that  are  violated 
by  this  law,  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  and  the  right  of  trial  by  jury.  Notwith- 
standing the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  first  of  these  is  not  sus- 
pended by  it,  the  plain  language  of  the  law,  and 
the  "  summary  manner "  of  its  execution,  do  most 
clearly  suspend  this  privilege,  as  to  the  fugitive 
slave ;  and  this  was  doubtless  the  intention  of  those 
who  enacted  it.  It  also  denies  the  person  claimed 
as  such  his  own  testimony,  while  it  admits  that  of 
his  claimant,  a  most  unrighteous  partiality.  The 
following  is  the  provision  of  the  law  which  relates 
to  this  subject :  — 

"  In  no  trial  or  hearing,  under  this  act,  shall  the 
testimony  of  such  alleged  fugitive  be  admitted  in 
evidence ;  and  the  certificates  in  this  and  the  first 
section  mentioned  shall  be  conclusive  of  the  right 
of  the  person  or  persons,  in  whose  favor  granted, 
to  remove  such  fugitive  to  the  State  or  Territory 
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from  which  he  escaped,  and  shall  prevent  all  mo- 
lestation or  said  person  or  persons,  by  any  pro- 
cess, issued  by  any  court,  judge,  magistrate,  or 
other  person  whomsoever." 

If  this  docs  not  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  as  to  the  person  claimed  as  a  fu- 
gitive, there  is  no  meaning  in  the  English  language. 
If  it  be  said  that  it  does  not  suspend  it  until  the 
Commissioner  has  given  his  certificate  that  he  is  a 
slave,  that  is  enough.  The  man  has  not  had  a  fair 
trial  before  the  Commissioner,  to  ascertain  whether 
he  was  rightfully  deprived  of  his  freedom.  Such  a 
trial  this  writ  was  designed  to  secure  to  him,  and 
to  every  man.  This  pretended  trial  before  the  Com- 
missioner is  no  trial  at  all.  It  is  an  ex  parte  affair 
altogether,  and  is  so  "  summary "  in  its  character, 
that  the  alleged  fugitive,  though  he  be  a  freeman, 
has  no  opportunity  to  gather  his  friends  around  him, 
to  obtain  witnesses,  and  procure  this  important  writ, 
which  shall  take  him  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
missioner and  Marshal,  and  secure  for  him  a  fair 
and  impartial  trial,  as  to  the  question  of  his  liberty. 
He  is  suddenly  arrested,  tried  in  a  "  summary  man- 
ner," and  if  the  certificate  brought  by  the  slave 
claimant  is  satisfactory,  and  the  identity  of  the  person 
is  made  out,  the  Commissioner  gives  his  certificate 
that  he  is  a  slave,  and  he  is  hurried  away  towards 
a  slave  State  as  fast  as  the  forces  of  the  master  — 
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and  he  may  command  any  amount  of  force  —  can 
carry   him. 

Such  was  the  proceeding  in  the  case  of  James 
Hamlet,  a  respectable  and  industrious  man,  living 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  who  was  suddenly 
arrested  under  this  law,  tried,  and  hurried  away 
towards  the  State  of  Maryland,  before  his  wife  and 
children,  or  any  of  his  friends,  knew  of  it.  He 
had  neither  the  time  nor  the  opportunity  allowed 
him  to  take  his  leave  of  them,  to  give  them  his 
parting  advice  and  blessing,  or  to  commend  them 
to  the  care  of  that  Being  who  is  the  Friend  of 
the  oppressed,  the  Father  of  the  fatherless,  and 
the  widow's  God.  And,  had  it  not  been  that 
this  man's  freedom  was  afterwards  purchased,  by 
private  philanthropy,  his  wife  and  children  had 
been  left  destitute,  she  deprived  of  her  husband, 
and  they  of  their  father,  for  no  crime,  only  that 
he  was  born  south  of  a  certain  line,  and  had 
a  black  skin.  O,  horrible  injustice,  that  con- 
tinually cries  to  Heaven  for  redress !  How  long, 
O  God,  shall  this  remain  a  reproach  and  infamy  to 
this  enlightened   land? 

All  this  was  done  according  to  the  forms  of  this 
law.  No  one  will  pretend  the  contrary.  And  yet 
the  Constitution  provides,  that  "  the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended, 
unless  when,   in  case  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the 
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public  safety  may  require  it;  and  that  no  person 
shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  with- 
out due  process  of  law."  *  Dispensing  with  these 
safeguards  of  liberty,  this  law  renders  any  freeman 
of  the  North  liable  to  be  arrested,  and  proved 
to  be  a  slave,  by  false  certificates,  or  to  have  his 
identity  mistaken  for  some  fugitive,  and  be  carried 
into  slavery.  And  then,  as  if  to  bribe  the  Com- 
missioner to  favor  the  interests  of  the  slave-holder, 
it  allows  him  twice  as  large  a  fee  for  deciding 
that  a  man  is  a  slave,  as  it  does  for  deciding  that 
he  is  a  freeman.  No  law  could  have  been  more 
skilfully  devised  for  the  purposes  of  kidnapping, 
under  the  appearance  of  judicial  forms,  than  this, 
and  yet  "  all  good  citizens  "  are  commanded  to  aid  in 
its  prompt  and  efficient  execution.  This  law,  there- 
fore, not  only  violates  the  rights  of  human  nature, 

*  This  phrase  of  the  Constitution,  according  to  legal  usage  and  the 
decisions  of  the  courts,  means,  in  all  cases  of  life  and  liberty,  a  jury 
trial.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates,  has  given  this  con- 
struction to  it,  in  a  case  reported  in  4  Hill's  Reports,  147.  Justice 
Bronson,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  says,  —  "The  words 
'  doe  process  of  law  '  cannot  mean  less  than  a  prosecution  or  suit 
instituted  and  conducted  according  to  the  prescribed  forms  and  solem- 
nities for  ascertaining  guilt,  or  determining  the  title  to  property."  — 
Quoted  in  the  New  York  Tribune.  Even  slaves  are  called  in  the 
Constitution  "  persons,"  and  the  clause  under  which  fugitives  are  re- 
claimed describes  them  as  "  persons,"  so  that  every  man,  even  an 
alleged  fugitive  slave,  is  entitled  to  a  jury  trial  where  the  question 
of  his  "  liberty  "  is  at  stake.  And  since  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  de- 
prives him  of  this,  as  well  as  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  it  requires  no  great  amount  of  legal  information  to  enable 
any   man   to    perceive  its   unconstitutionality. 
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in  the  person  of  the  fugitive  slave,  but  it  violates 
those  civil  rights  which  the  Constitution  secures 
to  every  man  who  becomes  an  inhabitant  of  the 
country. 

2.  The  Fugitive  Slave  Law  requires  us  to  do 
what  is  expressly  forbidden  by  the  law  of  God. 
It  is  a  favorite  argument,  with  those  who  uphold 
American  slavery,  that  the  Bible  sanctions  it.  "Wc 
are  referred  to  the  fact  that  slavery  existed  among 
the  Hebrews,  and  to  the  regulations  of  the  Leviti- 
cal  law  concerning  it,  as  a  proof  that  God  gave  it 
his  sanction;  and,  assuming  this  to  be  true,  it  is 
inferred  that  slavery  cannot  be  wrong  in  the  pres- 
ent age  of  the  world,  —  a  conclusion  that  by  no 
means  follows  from  the  premises.  Though  we  do 
not  admit  that  God  ever  sanctioned  human  slavery, 
yet,  if  the  Bible  argument  is  worth  any  thing  in 
favor  of  this  institution,  its  authority  ought  to  be 
considered  equally  good  against  any  particular  fea- 
ture of  it  which  it  condemns.  The  law  of  Ameri- 
can slavery  requires  that  the  fugitive  slave  shall  be 
delivered  to  his  master.  The  law  of  Hebrew  slavery- 
forbade  this  very  thing.  It  was  in  the  following 
words :  —  "  Thou  shalt  not  deliver  unto  his  master 
the  servant  which  is  escaped  from  his  master  unto 
thee :  he  shall  dwell  with  thee,  even  among  you,  in 
that  place  which  he  shall  choose  in  one  of  thy  gates, 
where  it  liketh  him  best:  thou  shalt  not  oppress 
him." 
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Here  is  a  direct  conflict  between  the  law  of 
God,  announced  through  Moses,  and  the  law  of  the 
United  States,  concerning  the  fugitive  from  slavery. 
There  is  no  question  of  casuistry  here.  The  con- 
flict does  not  depend  on  the  scruples  of  any  indi- 
vidual conscience.  It  is  plainly  revealed.  If  there 
is  any  question  about  the  Divine  authority  of  the 
Mosaic  law  it  is  easily  determined  by  the  law  itself. 
It  is  a  good  law,  and  was  calculated,  in  some  de- 
gree, to  bring  Hebrew  slavery  to  an  end.  It  was  on 
the  side  of  mercy,  and  had  regard  to  the  humanity 
and  rights  of  the  fugitive.  It  was  such  a  law  as 
we  might  expect  from  a  Being  whose  attributes  are 
justice,  mercy,  and  truth.  It  is  a  law  from  above, 
and  much  more  worthy  to  be  obeyed  than  the  Fugi- 
tive Slave  Law  of  the  United  States,  which,  consid- 
ering its  nature  and  its  origin,  has  evidently  come 
from  beneath.  Coming  from  God,  its  authority 
over  us  is  paramount  to  any  human  law. 

If  such  was  the  law  of  a  people  who  lived  in 
an  unenlightened  and  barbarous  period  of  the  world, 
what  shall  we  think  of  a  law  in  this  nineteenth 
century  of  the  Christian  era,  under  the  full  light 
of  Christian  knowledge,  enacted  by  a  professedly 
Christian  nation,  which  sets  at  naught  this  Divine 
law,  and  commands  us  to  deliver  unto  his  master 
the  fugitive  that  has  escaped  from  a  bondage  a 
thousand  times  more  cruel  and  oppressive  than  that 
which  existed  among   the  favored  people   of  God  % 
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That  I  may  show  how  different  was  the  kind  of 
limited  slavery  that  existed  among  the  Hebrew  peo- 
ple from  the  system  of  slavery  existing  in  this 
country,  I  must  be  permitted  to  mention  a  few  par- 
ticulars concerning  it  by  way  of  contrast.  Man- 
stealing  was  forbidden,  and  punished  with  death. 
A  female  slave  might  become  the  lawful  wife  of  her 
master,  or  of  his  son,  and  she  was  treated  accord- 
ingly. A  Hebrew  slave  went  free  at  the  end  of 
six  years,  and  it  was  expressly  provided  that  he 
should  receive  a  recompense  for  his  service.  The 
law  said,  "Thou  shalt  furnish  him  liberally  out  of 
thy  flock,  and  out  of  thy  floor,  and  out  of  thy  wine- 
press :  of  that  wherewith  the  Lord  thy  God  hath 
blessed  thee  thou  shalt  give  unto  him. "  The  rea- 
son given  for  this  recompense  was,  that  his  service 
had  been  worth  double  that  of  a  hired  servant,  and 
to  remind  the  Hebrew  that  he  likewise  had  been 
once  a  bondman  in  Egypt.  O  my  hearers,  if  we 
had  only  once  been  bondmen  in  Southern  slavery, 
I  think  we  should  feel  much  more  sensibly  the 
wrongs  of  the  oppressed,  and  reason  more  correctly 
in  relation  to  it. 

During  his  servitude,  the  Hebrew  slave  was  a 
member  of  the  family  in  which  he  lived;  he  was 
admitted  to  the  same  religious  privileges  as  his 
master,  and  enjoyed  in  many  respects  an  equality 
of  rights  with  the  other  members  of  the  household. 
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Although  the  term  of  service  of  a  slave  taken  from 
the  heathen  was  somewhat  longer,  and  might  be 
for  life,  according  as  the  year  of  jubilee  was  near 
or  afar  off,  yet  every  fiftieth  year  was  a  jubilee,  and 
the  trumpet  sounded  throughout  the  land,  "pro- 
claiming liberty  to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof."  The 
following  command  was  the  authority  for  this  ob- 
servance :  —  "  Thou  shalt  cause  the  trumpet   of 

THE  JUBILEE  TO  SOUND  THROUGHOUT  ALL  THE  LAND  : 
TE  SHALL  HALLOW  THE  FIFTIETH  YEAR,  AND  PROCLAIM 
LIBERTY  THROUGHOUT  ALL  THE  LAND,  UNTO  ALL  THE 
INHABITANTS  THEREOF:  IT  SHALL  BE  A  JUBILEE  UNTO 
YOU;  AND  YE  SHALL  RETURN  EVERY  MAN  UNTO  HIS 
POSSESSION,  AND  YE  SHALL  RETURN  EVERY  MAN  UNTO 
HIS    FAMILY." 

From  these  facts  we  learn  that  slavery  was  a  very 
different  thing  among  the  Hebrews  from  what  it  is 
in  the  United  States.  It  was  a  limited  kind  of  ser- 
vitude, that  grew  out  of  the  circumstances  of  a  bar- 
barous age,  by  purchase,  by  debt,  and  otherwise, 
and  at  the  end  of  every  forty-ninth  year  it  was  ut- 
terly abolished,  to  grow  up  again  only  in  the  same 
way  as  before,  with  the  same  restrictions  and  lim- 
itations, to  be  again  abolished  at  the  next  jubilee. 
Yet  the  fugitive,  who  escaped  from  this  mild  form 
of  slavery,  was  secure  from  recapture  by  the  law 
of  God.  He  was  permitted  to  dwell  in  the  land 
where   he   chose   as   a  freeman,  and  no   one   could 
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oppress  him  or  deliver  him  to  his  master.  If  his 
master  sought  to  recapture  him,  the  Hebrews  were 
commanded  to  "  hide  the  outcast,"  to  "  bewray  not 
him  that  wandereth,"  to  discover  him  not  to  his 
pursuer.  If  these  righteous  and  humane  laws  of 
the  Hebrew  lawgiver  were  adopted  in  this  country, 
slavery  would  soon  come  to  an  end;  the  "slavery 
agitation,"  which  disturbs  so  many  good  people, 
would  cease ;  our  great  national  sin  and  shame 
would  at  last  be  removed,  and  we  should  become 
what  we  profess  to  be,  but  are  not,  a  free,  a 
united,  and  a  Christian  people.  O,  what  a  day  of 
rejoicing  will  that  be,  when  the  trumpet  of  freedom 
shall  sound  throughout  the  land,  proclaiming  lib- 
erty to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof;  when  justice  and 
concord  shall  rule  the  councils  of  the  nation,  and 
righteousness  shall  be  the  glory  and  the  shield  of 
the  republic ! 

"  Hasten  the  day,  just  Heaven  ! 
Accomplish  thy  design ; 
And  let  the  hlessings  thou  hast  freely  given 

Freely  on  all  men  shine  ; 
Till  equal  rights  he  equally  enjoyed, 
And  human  power  for  human  good  employed, 
Till  law,  and  not  the  sovereign,  rule  sustain, 
And  peace  and  virtue  undisputed  reign."  * 

In  regard  to  the  Levitical  law,  prohibiting  the  de- 
livery of  the  fugitive  slave  to  his  master,  I  main- 
tain, first,  its  special  application  to  American  slavery, 

*  Henry  Ware,  Jr. 
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on  the  ground  that  the  advocates  of  this  institution 
claim  the  authority  and  sanction  of  the  Bible  for 
it;  and,  secondly,  its  universal  obligation  upon  all 
men,  and  upon  all  nations,  because  it  is  founded  on 
the  principles  of  eternal  justice  and  the  rights  of 
human  nature.  It  was  the  promulgation  of  a  law 
to  the  Hebrew  people,  which  God  has  written  in 
the  hearts  of  all  just  and  good  men.  It  was  the 
voice  of  God  speaking  in  the  soul  of  Moses  that 
prompted  him  to  promulge  it,  and  the  same  "  still, 
small  voice"  speaks  to  us  with  equal  authority, 
commanding  us  to  "  hide  the  outcast "  from  his 
pursuer.  And  still  more  audibly  it  speaks  to  us 
through  his  inspired  prophets  and  holy  men  of 
old,  and,  in  these  last  days,  through  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  teaching  us  His  Universal  Paternity,  the 
Brotherhood  of  All  Mankind,  and  their  Equality 
under  His  righteous  government. 

3.  The  Fugitive  Slave  Law  makes  that  a  crime, 
which,  according  to  our  religion,  is  a  Christian  duty, 
prohibiting  us  from  doing  what  Christianity  requires 
we  should  do  under  pain  of  fine  and  imprisonment. 
It  is  not  only  a  crime  to  "  hide  the  outcast,"  or  in 
any  other  way  knowingly  and  willingly  to  obstruct, 
hinder,  or  prevent  his  capture,  but  it  makes  us 
liable  to  be  called  on  by  the  Commissioner  or  Mar- 
shal, to  assist  in  making  the  capture  and  delivery. 
It  authorizes  them  to  "  summon  and  call  to  their 
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aid  the  by-standcrs  or  posse  comitatus,"  and  com- 
mands all  good  citizens  to  "  aid  and  assist  in  the 
prompt  and  efficient  execution  of  the  law."  If  we 
assist  a  fugitive  cither  "  directly  or  indirectly "  to 
make  his  escape;  if  we  give  him  advice  and  infor- 
mation which  leads  to  his  escape ;  if  we  "  harbour 
or  conceal  him,"  so  as  to  prevent  his  discovery  and 
arrest,  having  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  he  is  an 
alleged  fugitive,  —  we  are  liable  to  be  fined  one 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  imprisoned  six  months,  and 
to  pay  a  thousand  dollars  more  to  his  master,  as 
the  price  of  his  slave. 

It  not  only  commands  us  to  do  what  is  expressly 
forbidden  by  the  law  of  God,  but  it  prohibits  us 
from  performing  a  single  Christian  duty  towards 
the  fugitive.  If  we  aid  in  the  prompt  and  efficient 
execution  of  the  law,  we  cannot  treat  him  as  a  man. 
If  we  refuse  to  harbour  or  conceal  him,  or  to  give 
him  the  least  assistance,  cither  directly  or  indirectly, 
we  cannot  obey  the  Gospel  of  our  Saviour.  If  one 
of  Christ's  disciples  comes  among  us  a  stranger  and 
a  fugitive  from  slavery,  and  asks  us  for  shelter  and 
protection,  we  cannot  take  him  in  ;  if  he  is  hungry, 
we  cannot  give  him  meat;  if  he  is  thirsty,  we  can- 
not give  him  drink ;  if  he  is  naked,  we  must  not 
clothe  him ;  if  he  is  sick  and  in  prison,  we  dare 
not  go  and  minister  to  his  relief.  And  yet,  if  we 
neglect   these   duties   towards    one   of  the   least   of 
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Christ's  brethren,  he  has  told  us  he  will  account  it 
the  same  as  though  we  had  neglected  to  do  them 
unto  him.  We  have  injured  him  in  the  person 
of  his  poor,  oppressed  disciple,  and  he  has  warned 
us  of  a  fearful  retribution.  Such  is  the  difficult 
and  dangerous  position  in  which  this  law  places 
every  Christian  man   and  woman   in   the   land. 

A  distinguished  judge*  has  said  that  the  law 
does  not  prohibit  us  from  exercising  the  "ordinary 
charities"  of  life  towards  the  fugitive.  If  this  is 
true,  it  must  be  a  very  limited  charity,  for  it  is 
hardly  possible  to  conceive  of  any  act  of  kindness 
that  would  not,  either  "  directly  or  indirectly,"  aid 
him  in  eluding  the  vigilance  of  his  pursuers,  or 
give  him  strength  to  pursue  his  flight.  To  give 
him  food,  clothing,  and  shelter  would  be  rendering 
him  important  assistance,  for  which,  under  the  old 
law,  persons  have  suffered  heavy  penalties,  along  the 
borders  of  freedom  and  slavery.  But  Christianity 
enjoins  upon  us  other  duties  besides  the  scanty 
charity  which  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  might  pos- 
sibly be  construed  to  allow.  It  enjoins  upon  us 
the  practice  of  that  beautiful  and  heavenly  rule  of 
life,  "  Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do 
unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto  them."  How  can 
we  practise  this,  and  help  the  slave-holder  seize  our 
brother-man   and   carry   him   into    slavery  %       How 

*   Judge  McLean,   of  Ohio. 


23 

can  we  practise  this,  and  refuse  him  that  assistance 
which  his  necessities  may  require  in  his  perilous 
condition  ?  How  can  we  practise  this,  and  refuse 
to  harbour  or  conceal  him  from  the  remorseless 
slave-hunter,  or  to  help  him  on  his  way  to  a  land 
of  refuge  and  safety  X 

Again,  we  are  commanded,  both  in  the  Law  and 
the  Gospel,  to  love  our  neighbour  as  ourselves. 
This  is  a  summary  of  our  whole  duty  to  man.  But 
who  is  our  neighbour  ?  The  Saviour  has  taught  us, 
in  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  that  it  is 
the  poor,  the  oppressed  and  injured  of  the  human 
race,  wherever  or  whoever  they  may  be,  represented 
by  the  man  who  fell  among  thieves.  And  who 
among  us  answer  so  well  to  this  description  as  the 
poor,  hunted  fugitive,  who  has  been  injured  all 
his  life,  in  body  and  mind,  and  robbed  of  himself, 
by  the  injustice  and  cruelty  of  American  slavery  ? 
Who  has  been  so  much  neglected,  by  the  priest 
and  the  Levite,  as  he,  whose  sufferings  and  wrongs 
have  never  excited  in  them  one  sentiment  of  pity, 
or  induced  them  to  utter  one  word  in  his  behalf? 
Do  we  love  our  neighbour  as  ourselves,  as  we  be- 
hold him  in  the  person  of  the  fugitive  from  Ameri- 
can slavery  1  Then  we  shall  never  aid  hfs  oppressor 
in  repeating  his  robberies  upon  him.  Then  we  shall 
never  refuse  him  that  succour  and  protection  which 
we  are  able  to  bestow,  and  which  his  circumstances 
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require.  On  the  contrary,  we  shall  receive  him  to 
our  dwellings,  and  minister  to  his  relief;  we  shall 
"  hide  the  outcast,"  and  be  "  a  covert  to  him  from 
the  face  of  the  spoiler."  And  for  every  act  of 
humanity  done  towards  these  poor,  despised  breth- 
ren of  the  human  race,  many  of  them  the  dis- 
ciples of  Jesus  Christ,  we  shall  have  his  reward 
and  approbation.  To  those  who  do  these  things,  in 
his  name,  the  promise  is  given,  "  And  whosoever 
shall  give  to  drink  unto  one  of  these  little  ones 
a  cup  of  cold  water  only,  in  the  name  of  a  dis- 
ciple, verily  I  say  unto  you,  he  shall  in  no  wise 
lose   his   reward." 

These  three  particulars,  then,  may  be  considered 
established ;  — first,  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  violates 
the  rights  of  human  nature,  in  the  person  of  the 
fugitive  slave ;  secondly,  it  requires  us  to  do  what 
is  expressly  forbidden  by  the  law  of  God;  and 
thirdly,  it  makes  that  a  crime,  which,  according 
to  our  religion,  is  a  Christian  duty,  prohibiting 
us  from  doing  what  Christianity  requires  us  to 
do,  under  pain  of  fine  and  imprisonment.  It  is 
therefore  an  unrighteous  law,  and  deserves  the  un- 
sparing condemnation  of  every  Christian  mind  and 
heart. 

II.  It  now  remains  to  speak,  in  the  second  place, 
Of  the  Duty  of  Christians  in  regard  to  this 
Law. 
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1.  There  is  a  large  class  of  persons  who  have  no 
doubt  that  this  is  an  unjust  law,  and  ought  never 
to  have  been  enacted,  but  who  think  they  must 
obey  it,  because  it  is  the  law  of  the  land.  It  is 
the  duty  of  all  such  persons  to  exert  themselves 
for  its  speedy  repeal. 

2.  There  is  another  class  who  imagine  that  the 
Constitution  requires  some  such  law,  and  are 
troubled  about  their  "  constitutional  obligations." 
But  if  they  will  consult  the  Constitution,  instead 
of  receiving  their  impressions  from  the  leaders  in 
politics,  they  will  find  that  it  confers  no  power  on 
Congress  to  pass  any  such  law;  and  if  they  will 
study  the  history  of  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
supposed  to  refer  to  fugitive  slaves,  they  will  find 
that  the  obligation  has  ceased,  on  the  part  of  the 
States,  to  pass  any  law  on  the  subject.  I  am  in- 
duced to  examine  this  point  briefly,  so  that  there 
may  be  no  ground  left  on  which  the  obligation  of 
obedience  to  this  unrighteous  law  may  be  set  up 
as  a  stumbling-block  to  the  honest  Christian  citizen. 
The  following  is  the  only  clause  of  the  Constitution 
having  any  reference  to  fugitive  slaves :  — 

"  No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State, 
under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall, 
in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be 
discharged  from  such  service  or  labor;  but  shall  be 
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delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such 
service  or  labor  may  be  due.1' 

Here  is  no  power  given  to  pass  a  Fugitive  Slave 
Law.  It  merely  describes  a  duty  to  be  performed 
by  the  States,  which  was  intended  to  be  left  to  their 
good  faith.  Such  is  the  opinion  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished statesmen  in  the  country.*  To  the  good 
faith  of  the  States  we  are  content  to  leave  it.  But 
in  order  for  this  obligation  of  good  faith  to  continue, 
it  should  be  fulfilled  by  both  parties.  When  the 
Constitution  was  formed,  it  was  supposed  that  slav- 
ery would  soon  be  gradually  abolished  in  all  the 
States.  This  was  the  opinion  of  many  distinguished 
men  in  the  South  at  that  time.-]*  Viewing  it  as  a 
temporary  evil,  it  was  deemed  best  not  to  defile  the 
Constitution  with  it,  and  hence  the  word  "  person  " 


*  Hon.  Daniel  Webster  and  others. 

I  General  Washington,  in  a  letter  to  John  F.  Mercer,  in  1786,  said  it 
was  among  his  first  wishes  to  see  some  plan  adopted  by  which  slavery  in 
this  country  might  be  abolished  by  law.  In  a  letter  to  Sir  John  Sinclair, 
he  further  said,  "  There  are  in  Pennsylvania  laws  for  the  gradual  eman- 
cipation of  slavery,  which  neither  Virginia  nor  Maryland  have  at  present, 
but  which  nothing  is  more  certain  than  they  must  have,  and  at  a  period 
not  remote.'"  So  universal  were  these  sentiments,  that  Mr.  Leigh,  in  the 
Convention  of  Virginia,  in  1832,  said,  "  I  thought  till  lately  that  it  was 
known  to  every  body,  that,  during  the  Revolution,  and  for  many  years 
after,  the  abolition  of  slavery  was  a  favorite  topic  with  many  of  our  ablest 
statesmen."  —  Quoted  by  Senator  Chase  of  Ohio,  in  the  United  States 
Senate. 

The  Ordinance  of  1787,  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  Northwest  Territory, 
was  passed  at  a  time  when  the  Convention  was  at  work  in  the  formation 
of  the  Constitution.  The  fact  that  it  received  the  almost  entire  and  unani- 
mous support  of  the  South  bears  upon  the  fact  I  have  stated. 
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was  substituted  for  slave,  it  being,  as  Madison  ex- 
pressed it,  considered  wrong  "  to  admit  the  idea  in 
the  Constitution,  that  man  could  hold  property  in 
man."  It  was,  therefore,  the  mutual  understanding 
of  the  parties  to  the  Constitution,  that  slavery  was 
wrong,  and  that  it  must,  at  a  period  "  not  remote," 
be  abolished  in  all  the  States,  after  which  it  would 
never  appear  from  that  instrument  that  it  had  ever 
existed.  The  clause  relating  to  fugitive  slaves  de- 
scribes them  in  a  disguised  phraseology,  as  "  persons 
held  to  service,"  which  also  includes  apprentices,  for 
this  very  reason ;  so  that  its  operation  was  intended 
to  be  limited  and  temporary.  If  we  go  out  of  the 
instrument,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  was  intended 
to  secure  to  the  master  the  privilege  of  reclaiming 
his  fugitive  slaves,  but  with  the  mutual  understand- 
ing and  expectation  that  slavery  would  be  of  tem- 
porary continuance,  and  that  in  the  course  of  time 
this  clause  would  become  obsolete.  New  York,  and 
Pennsylvania,  and  New  Jersey,  acted  in  good  faith, 
and  gradually  abolished  slavery;  but  the  remain- 
ing slave  States  have  violated  their  faith,  and  shown 
a  determination  to  perpetuate  the  institution  for 
ever.  The  time  has  more  than  elapsed  when  it 
was  supposed  that,  after  the  foreign  slave-trade  was 
cut  off,  slavery  would  die  out  of  the  country.  But 
the  Southern  States  will  not  permit  it  to  die  out. 
They  are  now  doing  all  they  can  to  increase  and 
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extend  it,  and  yet  they  call  on  us  to  "  fulfil  the  com- 
promises of  the  Constitution."  Not  having  acted  in 
good  faith  themselves,  can  they  now  hold  us  to  this 
understanding  about  the  return  of  fugitive  slaves'! 
Can  they,  by  their  own  wrong,  render  our  obligation 
perpetual,  when  it  was  only  designed  to  be  mutual 
and  temporary  ?  Every  principle  of  honor  and  jus- 
tice answers,  "  No."  We  are  released  from  the  obli- 
gation, and  the  clause  should  henceforth  receive  the 
literal  construction,  which  it  was  supposed  would 
one  day  be  given  it.  Its  present  construction  was 
a  mere  private  understanding  at  best,  and  since  the 
Constitution  docs  not  recognize  property  in  man, 
and  the  slave  States  claim  what  is  unjust,  they  shall 
have  only  what  the  strictest  construction  will  allow. 
If  an  apprentice  has  escaped  from  his  master,  or  if 
it  can  be  made  to  appear  that  service  or  labor  is 
justly  due  from  any  other  person,  let  the  indentures 
or  contract  be  produced,  and  he  shall  be  delivered 
up,  but  not  otherwise.  The  clause  shall  be  executed 
exactly  as  it  is  "  nominated  in  the  bond,"  and  that 
is  all  that  can  now  be  justly  required  of  us.  Let 
the  slave-holder  catch  his  fugitives  if  he  can  without 
violating  our  State  laws,  but  when  we  are  called 
upon  to  deliver  them  up,  he  must  show  that  their 
labor  or  service  is  due  to  him.  If  it  is  right  to  go 
out  of  the  Constitution  to  get  at  the  intention  of 
its  founders  for  the  benefit  of  slavery,  it  is  right 
to  do  the  same  thing  for  the  benefit  of  freedom. 
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On  the  ground,  therefore,  of  our  constitutional 
duties  and  obligations,  it  is  plain  that  no  Fugitive 
Slave  Law  is  required.  But  admitting  that  some 
law  is  required  on  the  subject,  the  existing  law  goes 
far  beyond  the  requirement,  is  most  unrighteous 
in  its  character,  trampling  the  rights  of  humanity 
in  the  dust,  and  violating  the  express  provisions 
of  the  Constitution,  for  which  reasons  it  ought  to 
be  speedily  repealed.  I  go  even  further  than  this. 
If  the  Constitution  requires  a  Fugitive  Slave  Law 
that  shall  compel  us  to  deliver  up  a  human  being, 
to  be  carried  into  slavery,  so  much  of  the  Consti- 
tution should  be  declared  null  and  void  by  the  en- 
lightened conscience  of  the  nation,  being  unjust,  in- 
human, and  contrary  to  the  law  of  God.  No  com- 
pact or  agreement  made  by  our  fathers  can  justify 
us  in  doing  what  religion  and  humanity  most  clearly 
condemn. 

3.  But  another  question  comes  up.  What  is  the 
duty  of  the  Christian,  while  the  law  continues  in 
force  1  While  we  are  waiting  for  it  to  be  repealed 
by  the  government,  which  may  be  a  long  time, 
cases  are  continually  arising  under  it,  and  the  fugi- 
tive comes  and  makes  his  appeal  to  us  to  give  him 
shelter  and  protection  from  his  pursuer.  What  are 
we  to  do  in  this  emergency  ?  If  we  believe  the  law 
to  be  unconstitutional,  the  way  to  bring  that  ques- 
tion before  the  courts  is  to  disobey  it.      But  sup- 
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pose  we  believe  it  to  be  constitutional,  as  many 
persons  do,  what  is  our  duty  in  this  case  ?  To  this 
question  I  shall  devote  the  remainder  of  this  dis- 
course. 

It  is  probably  believed  and  acknowledged  by  all 
Christians,  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world, 
civil  governments  are  necessary  to  mankind.  They 
are  ordained  of  God,  and  so  long  as  they  do  not 
transcend  the  boundaries  of  right,  or  contravene  the 
law  of  God,  we  owe  them  obedience.  Beyond  this 
the  duty  of  obedience  does  not  go.  The  Apostle 
Paul  counsels  subjection  to  "  the  higher  powers," 
and  dissuades  from  resistance  to  them.  But  he  is 
speaking  of  their  rightful  authority,  in  which  case 
they  "  are  not  a  terror  to  good  works,  but  to  the 
evil."  This  is  their  proper  sphere  of  authority,  in 
which  they  are  entitled  to  the  obedience  and  sup- 
port of  Christians.  For  this  cause  they  are  to  pay 
tribute,  and  give  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due.  But 
beyond  this  their  allegiance  ceases.  They  owe  a 
higher  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Heaven  than  to 
any  earthly  ruler,  and  where  His  laws  are  con- 
travened by  human  authority,  they  must  give  pre- 
cedence to  the  "higher  law."  Eev.  Albert  Barnes, 
in  commenting  on  this  portion  of  Paul's  writings, 
says,  "  There  were  cases  where  it  was  right  to  resist 
the  laws.  This  the  Christian  religion  clearly  taught ; 
and  in   cases  like   these,  it  was   indispensable  for 
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Christians  to  take  a  stand.  When  the  laws  inter- 
fered with  the  rights  of  conscience,  when  they  com- 
manded the  worship  of  idols,  or  any  moral  wrong, 
then  it  was  their  duty  to  refuse  submission." 

The  history  of  the  Church  will  show  that  this 
is  the  stand  which  the  followers  of  Christ  have 
always  taken.  When  our  Saviour  commissioned 
the  Apostles  of  his  religion,  he  forewarned  them 
of  their  conflict  with  the  earthly  rulers,  and  of  the 
persecutions  they  would  suffer  in  consequence  of  it. 
But  did  he  counsel  them  to  submit  when  they  were 
commanded  to  be  silent,  or  to  do  any  other  thing 
contrary  to  his  instructions?  No.  He  enjoined 
upon  them  the  highest  moral  courage,  and  counselled 
them  to  fear  not.  "  Fear  not  them  which  kill  the 
body,  but  are  not  able  to  kill  the  soul,  but  rather 
fear  him  who  is  able  to  destroy  both  soul  and  body- 
in  hell."  Your  Father  in  heaven  is  to  be  obeyed 
before  men.  There  is  not  a  sparrow  can  fall  to  the 
ground  without  his  notice,  and  the  very  hairs  of  your 
head  are  numbered.  "  Fear  not,  therefore ;  ye  are 
of  more  value  than  many  sparrows."  This  affec- 
tionate charge  from  their  Divine  Master  was  strict- 
ly followed  by  them.  When,  on  a  certain  occa- 
sion, the  rulers  of  the  Jews  commanded  Peter  and 
John  that  they  should  not  teach  in  the  name  of 
Jesus,  what  was  their  answer  %  "  Whether  it  be 
right  in   the  sight  of  God  to  hearken   unto  you 
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more  than  unto  God,  judge  ye."  And  when  af- 
terwards they  were  arrested  for  refusing  obedience 
to  this  command,  Peter  and  the  other  Apostles 
answered  again,  "We  must  obey  God  rather 
than  men."  It  was  in  obedience  to  this  principle 
that  most  of  the  Apostles  suffered  martyrdom,  and 
that  many  Christians  in  succeeding  ages  were  put 
to  death.  It  was  in  obedience  to  this  principle 
that  Luther  and  his  coadjutors  of  the  Protestant 
Reformation  raised  the  standard  of  disobedience  to 
the  hierarchy  at  Rome ;  and  that  our  Pilgrim  an- 
cestors encountered  the  perils  of  the  sea  and  of  the 
wilderness,  to  establish  on  these  shores  a  govern- 
ment in  harmony  with  the  laws  of  God.  It  was 
in  obedience  to  this  principle,  and  after  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Christians  under  the  Emperors  of 
Rome,  that  the  Quakers  have  always  refused  to 
become  soldiers  or  to  bear  arms,  let  the  conse- 
quences be  what  they  might,  many  of  the  former 
having  suffered  death,  and  of  the  latter  fines  and 
imprisonments,  for  their  fidelity  to  conscience. 

This  principle  of  disobedience  to  unjust  laws  is 
not  peculiar  to  Christians.  We  have  several  emi- 
nent examples  of  such  disobedience  recorded  in 
the  Old  Testament.  There  was  the  instance  of  the 
three  Hebrew  children,  who  refused  to  fall  down 
and  worship  the  golden  image  which  King  Nebu- 
chadnezzar had  set  up,  and  were  cast  into  a  fur- 
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nace  of  fire,  in  which  they  were  preserved  alive. 
And  there  was  the  instance  of  Daniel,  who  refused 
to  obey  the  decree  of  King  Darius,  that  whosoever 
should  offer  a  petition  to  any  god  or  man  for  thirty 
days,  save  to  the  king,  should  be  cast  into  a  den  of 
lions,  and  who,  "  when  he  knew  that  the  writing- 
was  signed,  went  into  his  house ;  and  his  windows 
being  open  in  his  chamber  toward  Jerusalem,  he 
kneeled  upon  his  knees  three  times  a  day,  and  prayed 
and  gave  thanks  before  his  God,  as  he  did  aforetime." 
These  are  great  examples  of  fidelity  to  God  and 
conscience.  Where  shall  we  find  the  like  in  these 
days  1  The  opportunity  is  now  presented  for  us  all 
to  be  equally  faithful.  Many  I  trust  will  be  so, 
though  they  should  be  despoiled  of  their  goods  and 
put  in  prison.  Yet  I  fear  there  are  many  others 
who  have  surrendered  their  consciences  to  the  law, 
who  are  ready  to  yield  obedience  to  any  enactment 
which  the  general  government  may  pass,  however 
unjust  or  wicked  it  may  be ;  who  would  not  only- 
cease  to  pray  to  God,  if  the  law  commanded  it,  but 
are  ready  to  assist  the  slave-holders  of  this  nation 
to  consummate  the  foulest  wrong  that  was  ever 
committed  on  a  human  being,  the  carrying  of  men 
and  women  into  slavery,  —  a  fate  to  which  any  of 
us  would  a  thousand  times  prefer  death. 

It  is  astonishing  that  men  who  are  the  descend- 
ants of  Revolutionary  sires  should  contend  for  this 
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unlimited  subjection  and  obedience  to  unjust  laws, 
while  they  justify  their  fathers  in  open  rebellion 
and  revolution  to  the  government  and  laws  under 
which  they  lived,  and  which  bore  no  comparison 
in  the  scale  of  injustice  with  this  law  respecting 
fugitive  slaves.  The  fathers  of  the  Revolution  went 
far  beyond  any  thing  for  which  we  contend.  I  do 
not  propose  that  we  should  raise  the  standard  of 
rebellion,  or  resist  by  violence  any  law  of  the  land. 
I  am  not  the  advocate  of  revolution,  and  do  not 
mean  to  be  guilty  of  treason ;  but  the  course  of 
duty  on  which  I  have  resolved  for  myself,  and 
which,  as  your  minister,  I  point  out  to  yon,  is,  that 

of  ACTIVE  DISOBEDIENCE  OF  THE  LAW,  AND  OF  CHRIS- 
TIAN     NON-RESISTANCE      TOWARDS      THE      GOVERNMENT. 

Let  us  receive  the  fugitive  to  our  dwellings,  and 
give  him  such  advice  and  assistance  as  his  situation 
may  require.  Let  us  remember  to  "  hide  the  out- 
cast," and  "bewray  not  him  that  wandereth."  Let 
us  be  to  him  "  a  covert  from  the  face  of  the  spoiler." 
And  if  for  these  deeds  of  mercy  and  Christian  kind- 
ness towards  God's  outcast  and  suffering  children, 
we  are  persecuted  by  the  government,  fined  and 
imprisoned,  let  us  submit  to  it  with  Christian  forti- 
tude and  resignation,  as  the  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 
In  pursuing  this  course  we  shall  follow  the  example 
of  Him  who  was  scourged  and  crucified,  because  he 
was  faithful  to  the  truth  and  obeyed  the  will  of  God. 
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AVe  shall  pursue  a  course  pointed  out  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  made  illustrious  by  the  eminent  exam- 
ples it  furnishes  of  obedience  to  God,  under  circum- 
stances of  trial  and  persecution.  And  if  we  are 
called  to  surfer  for  our  religion,  we  shall  be  cheered 
by  a  glorious  company  of  apostles  and  martyrs,  who 
died  a  cruel  death  rather  than  violate  their  convic- 
tions of  truth  and  duty,  and  who  counted  it  joy 
that  they  were  permitted  to  suffer  for  the  cause  of 
Christ.  We  cannot  render  a  better  sacrifice  to  God 
than  to  surfer  in  this  cause.  Only  let  a  few  such 
sacrifices  be  made,  and  the  influence  thereof  will 
go  out  over  all  the  land,  and  touch  the  hearts  of 
many  people  hitherto  insensible  to  the  wrongs  of 
the  slave  and  the  wickedness  of  this  law.  It  will 
awaken  their  moral  sympathies,  quicken  the  public 
conscience,  and  be  in  some  degree  an  atonement  for 
the  sins  of  the  people.  And  if  we  are  thus  faithful 
to  duty,  this  unrighteous  law  shall  defeat  its  own 
end,  and  become  instrumental  in  the  conversion  of 
the  American  people  from  the  sin  of  human  slavery. 
It  will  hasten  the  period  when  this  nation  shall  be- 
come purified  of  this  iniquity,  and  saved  from  this 
great  wickedness  ;  when  the  wholesome  air  of  free- 
dom shall  circulate  from  the  granite  hills  of  the 
North  across  the  broad  savannas  of  the  South,  and 
the  oppressed  and  down-trodden  slave,  breathing  it 
into  his  lungs,  shall  rise  upon  his  feet  and  be  a  man ; 


the  shackles  shall  fall  from  the  limbs  of  his  op- 
pressed and  injured  race,  and  they  shall  breathe  it 
again  and  again,  till  they  become  strong  in  the 
strength  of  a  true  manhood,  and  fitted  for  a  virtuous 
liberty. 
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